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whoſe apoſtolic name bh 


will be always dear to the Friends 


of) LIBERTY; 


This plain eſſay 
formed on his. principles, 
y | (that is, on the principles of 
| tara) and chriſtian 
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while He laments the impending 3 
dangers of his RELIGION and 


rn © M an 


| From the unhappy declenfion of 


that Spirit 


which animated the writings, 
arid formed the luſtre of his Lord- 
{hip's Character: 


From that COWARDICE 


and PRO ST ITVTION 


ſo viſible and encreaſin g. 
in the departments of civil 
_ GOVERNMENT, 
and among the 


PROFESSORS and BENCHERS 


of eccleſiaſtical 
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8 the value of every *7Y 
lication, muſt be determi- 
ned by its tendency to promote 
the general good, every piece 
which is calculated to inſpire and 
diffuſe the principles of liberty 
mult deſerve encouragement. It 
is confeſſed, with great pleaſure, 
that as no ſubject is more im- 
portant, none has been more no- 
bly and honourably treated. The 
principles of liberty have been 
accurately diſcuſſed and fully ſet- 
tled in the writings of Locke, 
Hoadly and others; ſo that little 
can be added to the firmneſs of 


the ſtructure, whatever may be 
| done 


vi. INTRODUCTION... 


done for its decoration and or- 


On this account perhaps the 
following MANUAL may be de- 
ſpiſed by ſome and overlook'd as 
inſignificant by others. The Edi- 
tor has different apprehenſions, 
and he begs a word or two of 
Introduction; where he neither 
means or needs apology. 


Apology! Be that the taſk, tho 
the ever unſucceſsful one, of ſome 
new made Lord, who has ſacrificed 

all the glories of an eſtabliſhed 

character, all his profeſſions, and 
all his experience for the proſpect 
of a lieutenancy under his black- 
.eft foe. - Of the ſilky tongued apo- 
| lo- 


__INTRODUC T ION, vir. 


logiſt for the Iriſh maſacre, or of 
the equally guilty but more learn- 
ed profeſſor, of either univerſity, 
who has obtained or may be pro- 
miſed a biſhopric for writing in 
defence of what he has before diſ- 
avyovwedz or of what is in itſelf con- 

temptible. | | 


---- NIHIL OPUS EST HIC. 


But not to indulge reflections 
which every occaſion is preſent- 
ing. — The following diſcourſe 
(which I would not call a ſermon, 
as ſermons have but little chance 


Bo” ſale, when this ſhould have a 


great run) was preached laſt fifth 
of November to a country con- 


n where the Editor hap- 


| gc 


v- 


vIIt. INTRODUCTION. 


pened to put himſelf in. The ſen- 


timents always pleaſed him, and 


the affectionate earneſtneſs of the 
ſpeaker gave them new energy. 
On enquiry he found this propa- 


gator of unfaſhionable doctrines, 
was ſo far from the proſpect of a 
Prebend or a Chaplainſhip for 
his ſervices, that he is one of 
thoſe men of merit, who are 
doomed to obſcurity; and often to 
ſtruggle with difficulties from 
which a more pliable virtue knows 
how to extricate itſelf. 


The Editor thanks God that he 
has a heart open to the impreſſi- 
ons of ſuch real worth. Hence it 
ſtruck him, as a becoming thing, 


not only to pay his perſonal re- 
ſpect 


INTRODUCTION. 1x. 


ſpect to it, but if he could to pro- 
cure from others the hke marks 
of virtuous eſteem. On this he 
beg' d, not bought the ſermon: And 
he ſubmits it to the reading and 
encouragement of thoſe who think 
and act freely. Happy he ſhall be 
in finding that there are many of 
this character. Would to God that 


the affections of ſuch in the cauſe 
of liberty were as lively as the 


author's here introduced: then may 
it be hoped ſome other works of 
the ſame writer will meet with re- 
ſpectable patronage, and that a 


real concern for the good of Pro- 


teſtantiſm, ſo inſeperably connect- 
ed with the good of England, is 
more general than at preſent it 


appears to be. 
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STAND FAST therefore in the 
liberty wherewith CHRIST hath 
made us free; and be not entan- 


gled again with the Yoke of Bon- 
dage. | 


T has ever been the practice 
| of intereſted deſigning men 
both in civil and religious mat- 
ters, to conſult private advantage, 
at the expence of general good. 
A regard to the latter indeed, is al- 
ways profeſſed with very zealous 
devotion; but with whatever truth 
I A — 


6 


iĩt is alledged, that“ perfection is not 
the attribute of man, abuſes of au- 
thority and influence are too groſs 
to admit of chis candid apology: 

or if they were not, it implies no 
diſreſpect to office, to enquire into 
its inſtitution and aſcertain its li- 
It is not however to our preſent 
purpoſe, to examine into rights 
which, tho' important to human 
happineſs, are purely civil; or to 
obſerve in what manner perverted 
authority hath, at any time, cun- 
ningly or cruelly. invaded them: 
but in the great affair of RELIGI- 
ON, the moſt important to all 
MEN, it will be very ſuitable, and 
it is hoped very acceptable, to con- 
ider 


1k 


(3) 
I. THE LIBERTY wherewith 
CHRIST hath made us free. 


II. The DUTY of aſſerting and 
ſtrenuouſly maintaining this Char- 
ter of F REEDOM. 


III. The peculiar aggravated 


FOL of being again entangled 
with the Yoke of BONDAGE. 


Wu of no ſmall moment right- 
ly to conſider the liberty where- 
with Chriſt hath made us free. 


A Church of Chriſt, or a reli- 
gious Society, gathered in his 
name, inſtructed by his word and 
animated by his Spirit, is undoubt- 
cdly far from being an irregular 

A2 _ 


(4) 
diſorderly body: i and har- 


mony are conſtituents of the moral 
as well as of the natural world. 

Every ſuch Society, eſtabliſhed up- 
on the foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Pro ts, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
being the Chief Corner Stone, has 
the honour to be a CHURCH of 
the living God; and God is not 
the author of confuſion, but of 
order and Peace. Every ſuch ſo- 
ciety 15 a part of that ſacred com- 
munity which 1s founded .by his 
ſupreme appointment, teſtified by 
nothing leis than the miſſion of his 
Son an heaven; and which be- 
ing faithful to the things he hath 
taught, hath the aſſurance of his 
preſence unto the end of the world. 
| They all have him tor their com- 


mon 


mon HEAD, their univerſal Shep- 
herd, Biſhop or Lord; for the whole 
is an intereſt which he purchaſed - 
to himſelf. at the expence of his 
own life; and to his regal autho- 
rity the whole is committed, as 
(at leaſt a part of) the reward of 
his labours and ſufferings' on 
earth. Unto this end, and for this 
cauſe, was he highly exalted and 
made HEAD over all * unto 
the Church. 


- Hilkbdoon independent cherefors 
different Churches may be in re- 
ſpect to one another, yet in reſpect 
to their common relation to him, 
they are one. The laws by which 
they are to be governed, and by 


which alone they are bound, are 
A 3 his 


his laws, both for the admiſſion 
of members, and the direction of 
their conduct as fuch. In his 
hands alone, are the rewards of 
their fidelity, or the puniſhment 
of their diſobedience; for as to 
the excluſion of diſorderly mem- 
bers, it is meerly a diſclaiming 
of unſuitable connections, unac- 
companied with any infringement 
of civil rights, and extending to 
no deciſion on the everlaſting ſtate 
of the offenſive and irregular. In 
ſhort conſidered as the ſubjects of 
JESUS, we have nothing to fear 
or to hope but from him. 


We ſhall here perhaps, be re- 
minded, and with no little ſhare 
of poſitiveneſs and acrimony, that 

5 | Chriſt 
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CHRIST like other Kings, hath 
his commiſſioned officers or mi- 
niſters to act in his name. It is 
anſwered, that whatever his ap- 
pointments of this kind were, he 
ever limited their authority to an 
entire ſubſervience to his OWN; 
which can make no difference ei- 
ther in his character as the ONE 
LORD of Chriſtians or in the li- 
beral ſpirit and genius of his 
Religion. The utmoſt extent of 
his Commiſſion to his Apoſtles, 
was to preach his Goſpel to the 
world; to baptize fuch as ſhould 
believe in his name; and to teach 
them to obſerve all things *what- 
ſoever he had commanded them”. 
Beyond this, they had no autho- 
rity, nor ever pretended to have 

| A 4 any: 


(3) 


red to renounce every ſuch aſpi- 
ring claim. Be ye not called 
*RABBI, for one 1s your Maſter 
*even CHRIST“. accordingly, ſays 
the Apoſtle, (who in point of au- 
thority was in no degree inferiour 
to the very chief) We preach not 
* ourſelves but Chriſt Jeſus the 
*LORD, and ourſelves your Ser- 


*vants for his ſake”: there is ano- 


ther paſſage of the. ſame writer, 


very happy to our purpoſe, © The 
Grace which is given to me is to 
ebe a miniſter or ſervant of Jeſus 
*Chriſt, nor will I dare to ſpeak 
*of the things which Chriſt hath 


*not wrought by me to make the 


„Gentiles obedient in word or 
deed”. Theſe were the primitive 
| mi- 


any: they were expresſly orde- 


(9) 


miniſters of Chriſt's appointment 


whoſe inſtructions we ſee, were 


limited, and their authority con- 


fined. The ey pretended to nothing 
more, than to deliver faithfully 
to others the will of that LORD 


of the CHURCH to, whom they 
themſelves were equally accoun- 
table. A ſucceſſion of authority 
from theſe therefore, (were it ever 
ſo clearly deduced) can do no 


man any ſervice to ſupport him 


binding where Chriſt hath 


not bound; or loohng where he 


*hath not looſed; for ſurely a de- 


rivation of power which exceeds 


that from whence it is derived, is 
a {otecifm too groſs to need a for- 


ma} contutation. 
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It remains then a doctrine of 
the moſt evident obligation and 
importance, that the deciſions of 
his word are never to be vacated 
or controuled by the authority or 
documents of men: but on the 


contrary what is delivered as from 


him or in his name muſt be exa- 
mined and proved by his word; 
and to us can be of no force un- 
till the conviction of its agreement 


therewith hath firſt taken place. 


This indeed, is the eſſential tur- 
ning point on which the authori- 


ty of our Lord, on the one hand, 
and the Liberty of his ſubjects, on 
the other, totally depend. Let this 
be taken away, the one is ab- 


ſolutely transferred and the other 
deſtroyed. Allow this, and it will 
moſt 


(6h 


moſt unavoidably follow, that if 
our Lord (tor inftance) hath left 
us free from expenſive and bur- 


denſome rites, ordaining himſelf 
very little of the ritual kind, and 


that little of plain intention and 
moſt eaſy performance, then, free 
we are, and ever have a right to 


remain fo, Let who will be for re- 
viving old laws or inventing new 


to incumber the ſervice of God, 
whatever ſophiſtry or ſuperſtition 
may urge for their introduction 
and obſervance, we are under no 
obligations to obedience. If offence 
be taken at our refuſal and en- 
deavours used to inforce theſe inſti- 
tutions by cenſures and anath- 
emas, great guilt may be derived 


on the innovators by ſuch impie- 


we 
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(12) 


ty and prophaneneſs, but cannot 


affect thoſe who adhere to their 


own Maſter, by whom 9 ſtand 


or fall. 


Again, do the promiſes of GOD 
announce liberty to his faithful 
ſervants from the condemnation 
of death, in vain ſhall any arroga- 
ting character under him, devote 
them to deſtruction. It is the Lord 
himſelf who openeth and no man 
ſhuttech; who ſhutteth and no 
man opencth. 


The ſum of our defenſive and 
p'ous plea 1s, that the Church of 
Chriſt is a body united under 
him, purely for religious or ſpiri- 
tual purpoſes; that by the rules of 

his 


Pous, carnal and ſuperſtitious, fit 


(43) 


his Government no man is to be 
forced into this community; nor 
can any one become a member of 
it, but in conſequence of his o.] n 


convictions of truth and the im- 
portance of the Grace of GOD: 


that no man when admitted to 


fellowſhip or office hath any right 
to lord it over his fellow ſubjects, 
to judge or to ſet at nought his 


brother, to impoſe his own ſenſe 


of his maſters will, to alter or an- 
nul the laws of Chriſt, to ſuſpend 


or vacate his promiſes; or direct 


the thunder af his threatnings. 


NO MAN, OR BODY OF MEN, 
can have a right to change the 


nature of his ſervice from pure, 


ſpiritual and rational, into pom- 


{or 


(19) 


for little or nothing, but to make 
its votaries temporally poor and 
ſpiritually proud: and that where- | 
ver we find a contradiction be- 
tween the word of Chriſt, and of 
thoſe who pretend to act in his 
name, and ſtead, we are reduced 
to two- oppoſite contending ma- 
ſters, one of which muſt be given 
up, and if we decide the diſpute. 
in favour of men, we are no lon- 


- 


ger the ſervants of CHRIST. 


Theſe very plain but important 
truths cannot be too often re- 
peated or too largely enforced, but 
ve attend 

fo the general duty recom- 
mended, STAND FAST Kc, 


To 
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To do this with dope and 
virtue we muſt always remeaner 
wherein liberty as a defirable « 
ject conſiſteth: and this is not * 


doing or having the power to do 


any thing, and any how, we pleaſe 
indifferently, but in a POWER 


UNCONTROULED BY THE IN- 


 TERESTED DESIGNS OR IN- 
DISCREET ZEAL OF OUR FEL- 
LOW MORTALS, TO CHUSE - 
AND TO ACT WELL UPON 
THE BEST INFORMATION WE 
CAN PROCURE. In whatever ap- 
_ pears to us to be for the honour 
of God, the intereſt of truth, and 
the good of mankind, and wherein 
no one but ourſelves will ſuffer tho? 
we ſhould be wrong in our Ideas 


and PROG our Liberty is to be 


de ar- 
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dearly prized, and we may : with 
and contend for it in its fulleſt ex- 


tent: but, further than this it de- 


ſerves not the name. Surely, no 
wiſe man would wiſh for the li- 


berty of an unbroken horfe, who 


throws himſelf out of his way 
merely for the ſake of ſo doing, or 


| thro' the fury of an irrational im- 


patience of the rein which would 


guide him for the beſt; But let 


men cover it with whatever pre- 


tences they will, it is an uſurpa- 


tion of the molt daring and inde- 
fenſible kind for one frail mortal 
to ſet himſelf up as the abſalutd 
guide of another, as if the one 
were an oracle of wiſdom and 
truth, the other a horſe or a mule 
without underſtanding, whoſe 


mouth 


07). 


| mouth muſt be held in ink bit 


and bridle. With what ſhadow 
of reaſon were ſuch AIRS ever aſ- 
ſumed, or by what ſtrange kind 


of meaneſs ever ſubmitted to cer- 
- tain ic however, that the meek 
and beneſicent JESUS tho” ador- 


ned with the WISDOM and POW- 


ER of God never once treated hu- 


man nature with this ſcornful in- 
ſolence. His exhortations to man- 
kind were of quite another ten- 
dency, exciting them to ſearch the 


- ſcriptures, to ſtrip error of its 
' diſguiſe, to judge righteous judg- ' 


ment, and to hear every one of 


them and underſtand. Thus, alſo 


the Apoſtle, with a candour and 
decency which his inferiours have 
rarely CONDE SCENDED to, I. 

a= ſpeak 


(a8) - 


ſpeak as to wile, or rational men; 


judge ye what I ſay”. 


It is therefore the undoubted 
duty of every Chriſtian to ac- 
quaint himſelf, as his opportuni- 
ties and abilities will admit, with 
the nature and extent of intereſt- 
ing truth; and with that noble 
charter, of privileges, which be— 
longs to the BODY or Church, of 
which he has the honour to be a 
member. And let me add, it is the 
duty of thoſe who have the beſt 
advantages for this purpoſe, to aſ- 
fiſt them that have leaſt; inſtead 
of Fading a fanciful, excluſive, 

right of their own, and (as it is 
too common) inſulting the mean- 
Els and inability ol their brethren. 

what 


(19) 


what is the tendency of this upon 


the whole, but to teach them in 


effect that religion is none of 


their buſineſs, or truth their con- 
cern? Let us be aſſured however 
with much better reaſon and up- 


on much better authority, that 


it is the duty of all, (tho' of ſome 


eminently) to be uniform and 


ſtedfaſt in that liberty wherewith 


their common Lord hath made 


them free; obſerving the Apoſtle's 
caution, Brethren ye are called un- 
to liberty only uſe it not, for an 


occaſion to the fleſh. The Apoſtle 
did not reaſon as thoſe men do, 


who are for giving up the moſt 


valuable rights of mankind be- 


cauſe ſometimes they are miſap- 


plied or abuſed. And, indeed, if 


1 this 


(20) 


this were a good argument, civu 
government itſelf muſt be given 


up, which, tho' it can hardly be 
called a natural right, has been 


often and moſt flagrantly abuſed. 
But Saint Paul, we ſee, tho' he 
cautions chriſtians againſt the a- 


buſes of their liberty, yet moſt ge- 


nerouſly acquaints them that it 
was their right. So alſo the Apo- 


Nile Peter -- as free, yet not uling 
your liberty for a cloak of mali- 


ciouſneſs. 


* 


Is any man called then to the 


office of public inſtruction and ex- 


hortation, let him conſider it as 
ever implying a right to ſpeak to 
the beſt of his knowledge and im- 
provements, as becometh the O- 
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RACLES of GOD; remembering, 
with the fame lively attention, 
that all things are to be done with 
charity, and nothing thro' ſtrife” 
or vain-glory. To ſurrender this 
even tacitly, to the humours or 
intereſts of men, is a mean un- 
manly bondage, which no liberal 
mind will on the one ſide ever de- 
ſire, or on the other ever ſubmit 
to. On the other hand for x Chri- 
ſtian people to reſign their own 
underſtandings, and to ſwallow 
implicitly whatever comes from a | 
teacher by profefſion, is infamous; 
and however for peculiar purpo- 
ſes, honoured with the titles of 
chriſtian humility and decent 
ſubordination is, a proof of no- 
thing ſo much, as that they 

*. 5 3 nei- 
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neither know nor care about the 
matter. But, if both ſtand faſt, 


and as with mutual firmneſs, 


with mutual charity and candour, 
to their reſpective rights, they 
will be ſo far from interfering, 
or creating diſcord, that both will 

ſtrive together for the faith of the 
Goſpel; the one ſpeaking with 
impartiality and freedom, the o- 
ther hearing with an attentive, 
unprejudiced mind, and both re- 


membering that one is their ma- 


ſter even Chriſt. Where ſuch a 
ſpirit is happily prevalent, inno- 
vations of conſequence will be 


next to impoſſible. If impoſitions |, 


to which the ſacred - canon is a 
ſtranger be attempted, they can 


Farce fail of immediate detection; 


and 


5 (23) 


and place to ſubjection will be | 


given, no not for an hour. 


To enforce every proper kind 


of vigilance we would obſerve 


III. The peculiar folly of being 


entangled again with the Yoke 


of Bondage. 


As to ſuch as have had gradu- 
al advantage taken of their inex- 


perience, and for whom a net has 


been ſpread till they were enſnar- | 


ed beyond their expectation and 
Power of redreſs; «tho' we cannot 
comment their wiſdom, we may 
afford them our compatilion: and 
thoſe to whom {ſlavery has been 
tran{mitted as an inheritancefrom, 

| . their 
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their indolent fathers, have a {till A 
better right to it tho' it has ſel- 


dom happened, that either have 


met with relief. But when a peo- 
ple who have ſuffered even to tor- 
ture, under the IRON Yoke, have 
been delivered by providences e- 
qually happy and ſurprizing, and 
permitted to enjoy their freedom 
in a flowing cup, ſhall ſuffer 
themſeives to be flattered when 
they cannot be forced, and per- 
ſwaded by partial conſiderations 
to reſign public rights, till they 
can no more recall them-- what 
{hall we ſay? One cannot ſay they 
deſerve pity, and the wonder will 
not be great if they {ſhould never 
meet with it. Their ingratitude is 
as provoking as their folly is ex 
| treme 


treme. We may apply to them, 
with little variation, the words 


of EZRA to ISRAEL. After all 


that hath come upon you for 
your evil deeds, and the puniſh- 
ments leſs than your iniquities 
have deſerved; if after ſo great a 
deliverance as this, ye ſhall return 
again to folly, and flattered per- 
haps with a ſmall ſhare of the 
plunder, join in affinity with the 
known enemies of truth and h- 
berty, will ye not deſerve to be 
utterly conſumed, and even de- 


rided for your ſtupid Cr adult 


The beſt way to prevent this 
contempt and diſtreſs is to ſtand 
faſt while we may, and not to 
make a compliment of our rights 

' at 
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at all; no, not in thoſe matters 
which we are told are but of 
fmall conſequence: If they are fo 
indeed, or rather of no importance 
to religion whatever, where is the 
hardſhip of their ever remaining 
ſuch? Or why ſhould importance 
be given in the Church of Chriſt 
to what he himſelf never thou ght 
fit to give any? Were not the 
Jewiſh ceremonies to which the 
text relates, and for which many 
were ſo zealous in the primitive 
Church, as harmleſs and innocent, 

and no doubt in their view as de- 
cent and comely as any? And yer, 
tho' they had been once honour- 
ed with a divine inſtitution, the 
Apoſtle would not ſuffer this Yoke 
to be laid upon the. neck of the 
| di- 
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diſciples. The truth is, the conſe- 
quences of ſuch things, however 
unforeſeen, have been always un- 
fortunate. They have defaced the 


beauty, corrupted the ſimplicity 


and enervated the power, of a 
pure and ſpiritual worſhip. And 
whatever importance they might 
ſeem to give in the Church to 

thoſe who were ſuppoſed to have 
the right of their direction, they 
have reduced OUR Jeruſalem and 
her Children to an ignominious 
bondage. Some of her Sons have 
both ſeen and lamented it: and 
as far as they durſt have remon- 
ſtrated againſt it. But with what 
effect' Perhaps they have been 
told, theſe trappings are now be- 
come ſo neceſſary that they muſt 
; not 
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not be removed, leſt the rent 
become fatal. Thus, at length 
TRUTH is beholden it ſeems to 
falſhood for its own precarious 
exiitence, a thought which one 
would imagine ihould excite the 
indignation of every real friend 
to its intereſts, and induce him 
to ſtand firm to his ſenſe of duty 
and privilege while he may, 


Permit me in the laſt place 5 
apply what has been ſaid to the 


occaſion of the day. 


Our * in the days of the 
reformation, looking into the holy 
ſcriptures and comparing the re- 
ligion of the Goſpel, with what 
Abl * for chriſtianity, found 


them- 
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_ themſelves wretchedly 1mpoſed 
upon, by an enormous heap of 
ſuperſtition and abſurdity. Provi- 
dence at length opened a way for 
their eſcape. They ſeized it, and, 
to their immortal honour, did for 
the time very great things. But 
men are too fond of power, how- 
ever ill-gotten, to loſe it quietly. 
All means were employed to re- 
cover it, the moſt deſperate and 
bloody not excepted. Their cruel- 
ties were bravely ſuſtained and 
their machinations critically de- 
tected and defeated. We were de- 
livered as a bird from the ſnare 
of the fowler, the ſnare was bro- 
ken and we eſcaped. 


This ſeaſon of the year hes 
been 
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been rendered memorable by two 
great events of this kind, the one 
a deliverance from the moſt in- 
fernal project of villainy, thatever 
entered into the heart of man; the 
other of a later and ſtill happier 
.date, when an arbitrary tyrant 
was driven from theſe kingdoms, 
and Proteſtant Government eſta- 
bliſhed in all its honours un- 
der that Patron of Liberty and 
Law WILLIAM the THIRD. . 


Events of ſuch vaſt national 
importance and bleſſing both in 
civil and ſacred life, we profeſs, 
with the higheſt reaſon, to com- 
memorate with gratitude. Would 
to God we were indeed diſpoſed, 
not only thankfully to remember 

but 


© 


- but wiſely to improve them. But, 
if reports do not greatly deceive 
us, we have reaſon to lament that 
the FACT is otherwiſe. Our peo- 
ple in the metropolis and other 
parts of the kingdom, are return- 
ing, with avidity, to the old ſu- 

perſtition again. And great pains g 

have been taken, in ſome late 
well received publications, to per- 
{wade us — That we have even 
loſt more than we have gained 
by our reformation, by the revo- 
lution, and by all the liberties of 
which we have boaſted: — that the 
papal eſtabliſhment 1s nothing {o 
terrible as it has been repreſented: 
that her ſaints, images, holy re- 
lics and ceremonies, are not only 
innocent, but edifying to the vul- 


gals 
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gar, rendering them devout, paſ- 
thee, and ſerious, while our wild 
Proteſtant liberties, only ſerve to 
unſettle and diſtract them, and to 
make them diſorderly, vicious and 
atheiſtical. Might not one juſtly 
apply here the Apoſtle's words, 
with the neceſſary alteration, O 
*ye Britons who hath bewitched 
you“! It is very eaſy, no doubt, 
to paſs over former cruelties and 
outrages with a ſuperficial ſlur, 
as fables and ſcarecrows fit only 
to frighten children. But may we 
not defy the whole world (as Bp. 
Fleetwood well obſerves) to give 
one {ſingle example wherein this 
innocent ſyſtem could (with ſelf- 
ſecurity) deſtroy ſuch as would 
not ſubmit to it, and did not? doth 
KT - 
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it not every where hve within its 
guards, Inquiſitors and Dragoons; 


and ſupport its power by gibbets, 


axes, fire and ſword and all the 
Inſtruments of death? And do We 
long to return to the diſcipline 


of theſe wholeſome correctives? 


But for all this, theſe writers 
have perhaps their remedy at 


hand. They could CONFORM, 


and bow down to the idol in fa- 


ſhion. Probably they might; but 


let them ſpare themſelves the 
trouble of chuſing an eſtabliſh- 


ment for many times ſeven thou- 


ſand; who, it is to be hoped, 


would not; and who have ſome 


ſuſpicion that one day both the 
ſtupidity and hypocriſy of men 
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hall be accounted for. 


That our people, however are 
corrupt and vicious enough is 
not to be denied; and (if that 
were any comfort) it might be 
difficult to prove that catholics 
are much better; but as to our- 
ſelves, if we were not as deſtitute 
of thought as we are degenerate 
in morals, it would turely be im- 
poſſible for them to make ſuch 
numbers of proſelytes. Nothing 
can be a greater reflection upon 
our underſtanding as well as gra- 
titude. Let it be our care then, 
not only to ſtand up with an un- 
ſhaken magnanimity for the 
rights of men and chriſtians - 
and to be tenacious of them in - 


de- 
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defiance of every arbitrary inva- 
ſion or cajoling intereſt, but to 


ſhew our real well- founded eſteem 


for them by a conſiſtent practice. 
Liberty it ſelf, al-lovely and all- 
glorious as it is, you will conſider 
is not a virtue; but a field where- 
in to exert it with advantage: 
yet, where liberty is wanting, lit- 
tle that is great and valuable can 
be expected. Let us from hence 
be concerned to apply it to thoſe- 
exalted purpoſes, which the wife 
will own, and the good reflect up- 
on with pleaſare; the advance- 
ment of truth virtue and general 
happineis. Let that kind of ad- 
herence to it be eminently exem- 
Plified, which ſhall at once ma- 
nifeſt a reverence for our Bleſſed- 
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Saviour's character and our cha- 


rity and beneficence to men. 


In a word, let us be earneſt to 
ſhew that tho' we will not be 
the ſervants of men where we 
are under no obligations to obe- 
dience, yet that none are more 
ready to be the ſervants of all 


to do them good: none more wil- 


ling to render unto Cæſar the 
things that are Cæſar's, as well 
as unto God the things that are 


Thus ſhall we diſarm objec- 
tions, which not daring to look a 
good cauſe directly in the face, 
are levelled only at accidental a- 


buſes; and thus mall we beſt {e- 
cure 
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cure his protection, who ſaid of 

himſelf “ To this end was 1 born, 

and for this purpoſe came TI into 

the world, that I might bear wit 
neſs unto the TRUTH.” 


- FINIS. 


